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Abstract

Islam, as a comprehensive way of life, is grounded in a legal
framework derived primarily from four foundational sources: the
Qur’an, the Sunnah, consensus, and analogical reasoning.
However, in addressing newly emerging and complex socio-legal
issues, particularly in light of evolving temporal and societal
contexts, Islamic jurisprudence has also employed several
complementary sources. Among these, Istislah—a juristic principle
based on considerations of public interest—holds a prominent
position. The conceptual foundation of istislah can be traced back
to the era of the Companions, exemplified by actions such as the
compilation of the Qur’an, which prioritized public welfare despite
the absence of a direct textual directive. The essential objective of
Istislah is to facilitate legal rulings within the framework of the
Shart‘ah in circumstances where no explicit guidance exists in the
primary sources, yet a solution is necessary to preserve collective
well-being. This paper adopts a descriptive and analytical
methodology to explore the definition, classification, legal
authority, and practical implementation of Istislah. The analysis
demonstrates that the judicious application of istislah provides a
viable mechanism for ensuring that Islamic law remains both
relevant and effective in addressing contemporary challenges. By
offering a normative framework through which the higher
objectives of the Shari‘ah—namely the promotion of welfare and
the prevention of harm—can be preserved, Istislah emerges not
merely as a theoretical concept within figh, but as a dynamic and
principled tool for sustaining the vitality of Islamic legal practice
across changing contexts
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