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Violence against Domestic Workers in Bangladesh:
It’s Remedy in Conventional and Islamic Law

Abstract

Domestic work is one of the oldest professions in the world. A great number
of employees ranging from 52.6 to 100 million is engaged in domestic works
across the globe. Though such great number of people invests their labours
in domestic works inside home, they are still victimized by their persecuting
masters. Since the inception of civilization, violence against domestic
workers is an antique social phenomenon. In the modern consumerist
society it has become a pestilence. Though various laws are promulgated
and executed, it cannot be controlled as per expectation. To control this
indoor crime, an integrated and harmonized system of both conventional
and Islamic law is needed. To conduct an extensive research based on both
the legal norms is painstakingly required which would offer an effective
legal mechanism and thereby this crime would be stopped and removed
from the society. The article is a humble initiative to achieve that goal.
Qualitative and descriptive methods have been employed to conduct this
research. In this article violence against domestic workers has been
introduced and various aspects of such violence coupled with a survey-
based feature, has been depicted. In addition to this, the loopholes of
existing laws have been addressed. Besides this, the highly sophisticated and
benevolent humanitarian attitude of Islam towards domestic workers has
been demonstrated.

Keywords: Domestic Worker; Master; Violence; Human Rights,
Child Labour.
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“Domestic work” means work performed in or for a
household or households
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Any person engaged in domestic work within an
employment relationship.
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ILO ©Tt7a SERPIRCE RFCe I8 Af7 ¢ oyl 31 fca wemee:
‘Domestic workers comprise a significant part of the global
workforce in informal employment and are among the most
vulnerable groups of workers. They work for private
households, often without clear terms of employment,
unregistered in any book, and excluded from the scope of
labour legislation... A domestic worker may work on full-
time or part-time basis; may be employed by a single
household or by multiple employers; may be residing in the
household of the employer (live-in worker) or may be
living in his or her own residence (live-out). At present,
domestic workers often face very low wages, excessively
long hours, have no guaranteed weekly day of rest and at
times are vulnerable to physical, mental and sexual abuse
or restrictions on freedom of movement.’
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“  International Labor Organization, Domestic Workers Across the

World: Global and regional statistics and the extent of legal
protection (Geneva: ILO, 2013), p. 19.
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