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Shariah Injunction Regarding Appointment of Women as
Judges: A Critical Analysis
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ABSTRACT

This article has endeavored to explicate the diverse juristic
stances regarding the appointment of women as judges.
Considering the underlying arguments behind the variegated
Juristic thoughts the author of the paper asserted that four
different juristic opinions exist regarding the appointment of
women to the office of judge namely 1) Appointment of women to
the office of judge is haram (forbidden) 2) Women can be
appointed as judges if and only if necessity exists, 3) Women can
adjudge those cases where they are entitled to testify and 4)
Appointment of women as judges is permissible. The critical
scholarship developed by the author evidently argues that
advancement of any proscription regarding the appointment of
women as judges on the basis of texts of the Qur’an and Hadith is
controversial, which has possibility to different interpretation.
Moreover, the presence of ijma (scholarly consensus) on this issue
is not proven accordingly. Furthermore, drawing comparison
between the appointment of president and judge is erroneous. Last
but not least the juristic thought prohibiting women’s appointment
to the office of judge is explicitly vitiated by customary influence.
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