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Ibn Khaldun on Education and Knowledge

A. K. M. Abdul Quader’

ABSTRACT

Ibn Khaldun (b. 732 A.H./1332 C.E.- d. 808 A.H/1406 C.E.) is
unhesitatingly celebrated as an outstanding historian, social
scientist and philosopher. He took his birth in a critical juncture
of history. The glorious contributions of the Muslim scholars
during the first half of the Abbasid regime (750 C.E.- 1258 C.E.)
met the fate of stagnation during the time of Ibn Khaldun. At that
time he travelled different regions of the world and succeeded in
contributing in various branches of knowledge especially social
science and social philosophy. With the prime objective of
portraying the philosophy of Ibn Khaldun regarding education
and knowledge this article aims to explicate his outlook on
several crucial issues namely classification of knowledge,
teaching methodology, conduct of the teachers with students,
duration of learning, format of curricula, medium of instruction
etc. This article has endeavoured to affirm that the thoughts of
Ibn Khaldun on education and knowledge has not lost its
significance even in modern era.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun, education, knowledge, al-muqaddima,
kitab-al- ibar.
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