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ABSTRACT

For each and every family children usually are regarded as a
matter of utmost desire. Parents remain ready even to sacrifice
their lives to protect the lives of their children. Appalingly,
sometimes children seem to be burden for certain people. Fear
of social stigma or contempt or other reasons induce certain
individuals to abandon and throw their chidren begotten from an
immoral relatioship  on the street.  These unclaimed or
abandoned children are known as laqit in Islamic Shariah. Due
to the lack of proper care and attention many of such chidren
meet early tragic demise. Given the situation it is the high time
to generate mass awareness regarding the rights of picked up
children in Islam. Premising on descriptive and deductive
method this paper is authored to enumerate the rights of picked
up children in Islam. The author in this regard, has meticulously
analyzed the opinions of classical as well as contemporary
scholars. He vehemently advances the argument that proper
recourse to the injunctions of Islamic Shariah regarding picked
up children can solve many problems relating to those children.

Keywords: unclaimed children, street children, laqit, rights of
the children, adoption.
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