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ABSTRACT

The Qur’an in Sura An-Nisa (Chapter 4) has embodied 5 verses
regarding inheritance. Proper distribution of inherited property
through the efficacious application of the Qur’an, authentic
Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH), Ijtihad (Independent Reasoning)
Ijma(Consesus of Opinions) Qiyas (Analogical Deduction) has
endorsed the multi-dimensional aesthetical aspect of Islam. No
physical, mental disability or congenital defect is regarded as a
bar to inherit property in Islam. Under classical Hindu Law,
hermaphrodites are excluded from inheriting property due to
their physical defects. After the enactment of the Hindu
Succession Act, 1956 in India they are no longer deprived of
inheriting property on the ground of physical or congenital
defects. The Succession Act, 1925 also does not embody any
provision excluding Christian hermaphrodites to inherit
property. The hermphrodites should be empowered to know their
inheritance rights and procedure of distribution of property. This
article has focused on the inheritance rights of hermaphrodites
in the light of different religions. It has evidently clarified that
Islamic Shariah does not debar any person to inherit property on
the ground of physical, mental disability or congenital defect.
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