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ABSTRACT

Since time immemorial custom (urf), or usage has been
regulating the conduct, transactions or overall activities of
human being. Custom (urf) has become so intextricably related
with the nature and disposition of human being that conducting
different affairis of life in isolation of it is simply impossible. The
Scholars of Usul-al-Figh has divided the custom into different
classes namely: explicit, implicit, general, special, approved,
disapproved etc. The authenticity of urf is confirmed by the
Qur’an, Sunnah as well as by ljam (consensus of juristic
opinions) and Qiyas (analogical deductions). Islamic Shariah
has embodied certain peremptory principles which evidently has
drawn the fine line between approved and disapproved urf. The
Sfour main Sunni schools of thought has scrupulously considered
urf while formulating innumerable Shariah rulings. This paper
has endeavoured to portray that urf has considerably influenced
the formulation of Shariah rulings for ages. The author has
boldly asserted that jurists should formulate Shariah rulings
after considering the postive urf for the sake of public welfare.

Keywords: urf, adat (habit), shariah ruling, madhab (school of
thought), law
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