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The Role of Production-Cost in Determining Zakat of
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ABSTRACT

‘Ushr or Zakat of fruits and crops is one of the important
components of Islamic financial system. According to the majority
of Islamic jurists, Zakat of fruits and crops has been estimated to
be 10% of total produce when they are cultivated with only
rainwater i.e. the cultivation requires no irrigation, and it is
estimated to be 5% when the cultivation requires irrigation. Most
of the classical jurists didn’t take production-cost in their
consideration. However, coping with the changing phenomena of
modern agriculture-economy, some contemporary jurists are
expressing their opinions in favour of deducting production-cost
while determining the tenth of crops. Pursuing descriptive and
analytical methods, this paper seeks to blend differing views in
order to figure out a harmonized opinion. To facilitate the precise
calculation of the production cost, a number of farmers have been
interviewed. The article demonstrates that the opinions of those
ulama who are of the view of deducting production cost while
determining the prescribed percentage are more applicable and
agriculture-friendly.

Keywords: ‘Ushr, Zakat of fruits and crops, cost of production,
opinion of jurists, deduction of production-cost.
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