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ABSTRACT

Breast feeding, under Islamic Shariah, establishes the relationship
of fosterage between forster mother and foster child. Due to this
fosterage, prohibition relating to marriage also comes into
existence. Under the canons of Islamic Shariah, a foster child
cannot marry his foster mother or grand mother (however high so
ever) sister of the foster mother, duaghters of the foster mother
and so on. Keeping in view this principle, the author has
endeavoured to determine the legality of the establishment of
human milk bank with special references to the juristic opinions of
Islamic scholars. Several developed states have already
established human milk bank and few others have taken this issue
into consideration. However, no states belonging to Muslim world
adopted any effective measues to establish such bank. The
underlying reason is intextricably connected with the juristic
opinions regarding the establishment of prohibitory marital
relationship due to fosterage. International Figh Academy, Islamic
Organization for Medical Sciences, Islamic Figh Academy and
European Council for Fatwa and Research have recently started
discussion to decipher the intricacies. This article has critically
elucidated the opinions of eminent Islamic jurists to determine the
legality of the establishment of human milk bank. The author has
demonstrated that jurists, in this regard, are divided in their opinions.
One group does not permit it, another group speaks in favour of its
permissibility. Moreover, one group allows it in urgent situations
however subject to certain conditions. Amidst such divergent juristic
views this paper has tried to provide a viable solution.

Keywords: breast feeding; fosterage; human milk storage Islamic
shariah.
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