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Juristic Disagreement : Nature & Manners
ABSTRACT

Mujtahid Imams of different juristic schools of thought differ in many
practical affairs of Islam based on evidences from Shari«ah It’s caused
by the differences in viewpoints of Imams, inexplicitness of evidences
from Shari«ah and sometimes limitation in their knowledge on evidences.
This difference in views is sometimes simply external and of linguistic
nature, and often related to the determination of nature of ‘amal
(action/work), though sometimes this may be contradictory in nature.
Sometimes this difference remains confined within the ‘amal (action)
only and doesn’t affect rules of Sharia itself. Such disagreement on many
affairs due to the difference in viewpoints, understanding as well as
knowledge is one of the instances of Allah’s skillful creations and it is
spontaneous and natural. This type of disagreements is not objectionable
if these happen based on authentic evidences of Shari«ah and proper
reasoning and aren’t devoid of etiquette & morality. Sometimes it’s
beneficial too. The definition of lkhtilaf (juristic disagreement), rules and
classification of juristic disagreement, its nature and manners, its mode
in various era and benefits of liberal disagreements of Imams etc. are
gathered in a descriptive and deductive methods in this article.
Keywords: Ikhtilaf (disagreement); ljtihad (juristic opinion); Adab
(manners); Rahmat (compassion).
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