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Abstract

Gambling is a controversial issue in many parts of the world and
is one of the abominations declared by Islam. Despite being
prohibited in Islam, gambling exists in various forms in Muslim-
dominated Bangladesh and the gambling sector has been
expanded in many ways. Gambling brings severe harm to a person
in religious and worldly life. This paper sketches the holistic view
of Islam on gambling through descriptive method and states its
harmful effects in the context of Bangladesh. The article provides
a good number of recommendations for the prevention of
gambling through an analytical approach. This write up has
demonstrated that gambling causes harm at individual, social and
state level and through religious and social awareness as well as
application of proper laws, this harm can be reduced to the
ultimate level.
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To gamble is to risk anything of value on a game of chance or on the
outcome of any event involving chance, in the hope of profit.
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Chinese gambling, for example, can be traced back more than
4.000 years. Excavations at Ur (2000 BC), Crete (1800 BC). Egypt
(1600 BC) and India (1000 BC) have unearthed dice and gaming
boards: betting on horse-racing was common among the Hittites
(4000 BC). Archaeological records show that for over 2.000 years
many ancient Asian and Arabian societies have tossed tokens or
coins to guide decisions: similar games were popular with the

Greeks and Roman legions.
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The history of gambling in our subcontinent may be traced back to
ancient days, and even in those days the gambling was condemned
largely. .... a constitution bench of the Supreme Court of India has
mentioned that the presence of gambling may be found even in the

days of Mahabharat where one of the clans (Pandavas) had wagered
away their chattels, Kingdom and family in a game of dice.
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8. Historically, gambling and such sorts were not a part of ancient or even
medieval Indian culture. It was imported first by the Portuguese merchants.
Then, in the Mughal period too, it was a popular practice among the royal
elite who used to gamble on different sporting occasions as a form of
entertainment...
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whoever advances or furnishes money for the purpose of gaming
with persons frequenting such house, tent, room, space or walled
enclosure, shall be liable, on conviction before any Magistrate to a
fine not exceeding two hundred taka, or to imprisonment of either
description, ... for any term not exceeding three months.
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On conviction of any person for keeping or using any such
common gaming-house, or being present therein for the purpose of
gaming, the convicting Magistrate may order all the instruments of
gaming found therein to be destroyed.....
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Whoever, having been convicted of an offence punishable under
this Act, shall be guilty of any such offence, shall be subject for
every such subsequent offence to double the amount of
punishment to which he would otherwise have been liable for the
same: Provided that he shall not be liable in any case to a fine
exceeding six hundred taka, or to imprisonment for a term
exceeding one year.
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Gambling, and the harm that can arise from the expenditure of

time and money on gambling, has been included amongst the
addictive behaviours for several decade.
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