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Prevention of Child Abuse Under the Laws of Bangladesh

and Islamic Guidelines: An Analysis
Mohammad Maruf

Abstract

Children are the future of tomorrow. Future development and
progress depends on the proper care of the child. A country's
children can play a key role in transforming a country from a
developing country to a middle-income country. Child abuse in
various forms has become a daily occurrence in Bangladesh in
recent times. Although there are provisions in the legal framework
of Bangladesh to protect the overall rights of children and to
prevent all forms of abuse and torture, abuse against children is
increasing gradually. Not surprisingly enough, the importance of
children and their rights are well defined in Islamic law.
Employing descriptive and observational analysis methods this
article has endeavored to explicate the laws of Bangladesh and
Islamic injunctions to prevent child abuse. The author submits that
the combination of religious and moral education with the proper
implementation of existing laws is absolutely necessary to prevent
child abuse.

Keywords : Child abuse; child rights; security; Laws of Bangladesh;
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Acts/Ordinances Age below which a person is
deemed a child

The Majority Act, 1875 18 years

The Mines Act, 1923 15 years

The Children (Pledging of Labour) 15 years

Act, 1933

The Employment of Children Act, 12 and 15 years (according to

1938 specified occupations)

The Tea Plantations Labour 15 years

Ordinance, 1962

The Factories Act, 1965 14 years

The Shops and Establishment Act, 12 years

1965

The Children Act, 1974 16 years
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child abuse refers to actions (or failures to act) by a parent or
caregiver that result in serious physical or emotional harm, sexual

abuse or exploitation, or imminent risk of serious harm.
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States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative,
social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms
of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or
negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual
abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other
person who has the care of the child.
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