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Infaq in the Light of the Quran and Hadith

ABSTRACT

Among all the ways and means of worship, Infaq or spending wealth for
the sake of Allah is considered to be one the significant ways of worship.
The concept of Infag has importance and significance in Islam. It is also
called monetary worship. Generally people irrespective of being rich,
poor, Muslims, Non-Muslims, legal money earners or illegal money
earners all spend wealth. In this paper, the term Infaq refers to spending
legal earned wealth by Muslims for a legal cause (i.e. the cause approved
by shariah). Spending wealth must be done according fto the
commandment of Allah, which means it is sometimes obligatory (fard),
compulsory (wajib), preferred (mustahab), supererogatory (nafal), and
prohibited (haram). Islam clearly states the principles of how wealth
should be earned and spent including the purpose, amount, and method of
spending wealth. Man has numerous ways and means of earning wealth,
which may be legal or illegal, but the commandment of Islam is not to earn
wealth through illegal means. In addition, permissible ways of earning
wealth are also well defined. In order to achieve success in the hereafter,
Islam encourages humankind to spend voluntarily. Islam refers to one as
stingy who does not spend; again it does not allow extravagance and
unnecessary expenditure; it also postulates that spending wealth for a
good cause guarantees increase of wealth. This paper prepared by
applying analytical method and described various aspects of infaq
including definition and rules in the light of Quran and Sunnah.

Keywords: Infaq; fields of expenditure; monetary worship; principles
of expenditure.
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Conceptually Infaq in Shari’ah means spending away for
the betterment of the society and its members including the
giver and her/his family.
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