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Abstract

As part of the scheme of Islam to resolve the complexities of
various spheres of human life, the importance of authoritative,
universally acceptable and kno wledgeable persons well versed in
the Qur’an and Sunnah to offer crucial decisions has been
recognized in the society. In the eyes of learned jurists, this section
of Muslim society is mainly considered as ‘Ahl al-Hall Wa al-
‘Aqd’. The term has been reflected in the writings of expert Muslim
Jjurists,  Jurisprudents (scholars of Principles of Islamic
Jurisprudence), thinkers and theorists at different times in
multifarious ways. Moreover, this very term has undergone
changes over time. This important term, widely used in Islamic
Shariah, remains almost unspoken in Bangla (Bengali) language.
Keeping the aforesaid reality in mind, this article, written in a
descriptive and analytical manner,has demonstrated that modern
Muslim scholars are revisiting the understanding of pre-modern
thinkers about the ‘Ahl al-Hall Wa’l-Aqd’ to a greater extent.
Furthermore, the author has maintained that it is quite complex
and difficult to reconcile the ideological differences and distances
that have arisen between Muslim scholars of two different times
and realities around this term.
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