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Sustainable Development: An Islamic Analysis
ABSTRACT

The existence of a beautiful world cannot be imagined without
considering socio-economic development and environment. Sustainable
development is when an accelerated development process is maintained
through a balance between the above two concepts and preserving a safe
world for future generations. The United Nations has formulated
sustainable development goals (2015-2030) to highlight the importance
of the issue. Considering the importance of these matters, the
government of Bangladesh also promulgated a national sustainable
development strategy (2010-2021) in 2013. The prime objective of this
study is to explain sustainable development strategy undertaken by the
UN and the Bangladesh government and to explain the Islamic view
related to the issue. Descriptive and analytic methods were followed in
the preparation this article. Moreover, comparative methodology was
also applied in specific cases. The research tries to show that the concept
of sustainable development in Islam is wide and quite comprehensive and
includes spiritual, moral and material dimensions at the same time. For
this reason, it can easily be distinguished from the characteristics of
western development model. In a capitalist societal framework, the prime
objectives of sustainable development are to gain profit and to meet
material needs. On the other hand, the prime objective of Islam in
sustainable development is to ensure constructive production alongside
the conservation of human values.

Keywords: Sustainable development; environment; National sustainable
development strategy; Development in Islam; NSDS.
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Sustainable Development is a new concept of development
that emphasises the integration of environmental
conservation and economic growth. Previously, the concept
of development was synonymous with economic growth,
which can be quantified by certain parameters such as
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). In fact, the concept of
Malaysian Journal of Science and Technology Studies
development has a wider meaning than the concept of
growth because development means increase of quality of
life while growth only emphasises increase of the economy.
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United Nations General Assembly, Draft outcome document of the
United Nations summit for the adoption of the post-2015
development agenda,

www.un.org/disabilities/documents/gadocs/a_69 1.85.docx, retrieved 15
July 2016.
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The meaning of development in Sustainable Development
refers to the quality enhancement of human and other
spheres by achieving their basic needs. Clearly, the concept
of development here has a more comprehensive meaning
than economic growth.
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S. Schmidheiny, Changing Course: A Global Business Perspective on
Development and Environment (London: MIT Press, 1992), P. 373.
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R. E. Munn, “Towards Sustainable Development: An Environmental
Perspective” in Economics and Ecology: Towards Sustainable
Development. ed. F. Archibugi, and P. Nijkamp (Dordrecht: Kluwer
Academic Publications 1990), p. 25.
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Development",
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=
111&nr=8496&menu=35, Retrieved 23 July 2016
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UN General Assembly Creates Key Group on Rio+20 Follow-up,
Press Release United Nations Division for Sustainable Development,
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/futurewe want.html.

retrieved 26 February 2016.
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Fan, Shenggen and Polman, Paul. 2014. An ambitious development
goal: Ending hunger and under nutrition by 2025. In 2013 Global
food policy report. Eds. Marble, Andrew and Fritschel, Heidi.
Chapter 2. Pp 15-28. Washington, D.C.: International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI).

"Technical report by the Bureau of the United Nations Statistical
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indicator framework for the goals and targets of the post-2015
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Sustainable development from Islamic perspective seeks to
establish a balance between the environment, economic and
social dimensions. It means the balance of consumer welfare,
economic efficiency, achievement of ecological balance in the
framework of evolutionary knowledge-based, and socially
interactive model defining the social justice, charity and zakat
are two mechanisms to reduce poverty.
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* M. Khalfan, (2002), “Sustainable Development and Sustainable

Construction”, A literature Review for C-SanD, ppl-45.
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BIAR A 0T QP AR ICT:
Human beings are God Almightys representatives on the
planet Earth, and they are entitled to benefit from its resources
without selfishly monopolizing them. Human beings must
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seek to develop this planet in accordance with the provisions
of the Holy Quran and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad,
with the stipulation that current needs must be met without
jeopardizing the rights of future generations.
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