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Necessity and importance of Collective Ijtihad in solving
problems of the current Age

ABSTRACT

In striving for perfection in knowledge and science and facing the
challenges of a changing world, man continues to face different issues
and challenges. Among the new issues surfacing are those which are not
subject to any rulings from the Quran-Sunnah. In light of the fluidity and
utility of Islam, there is a strong need for dealing of such issues in light
of the rulings of the Shariah. The methodology of collective ijtihad is a
strong way to deal with such issues. The article introduces the concept of
ijtihad and discusses its necessity, introduction to the available
institutions capable of performing collective ijtihad and a discussion of
their roles. To bring into context, the discussion includes introduction to
the concept of fatwa, and the relationship of fatwa with collective ijtihad.
The article clearly proves that collective ijtihad is important in dealing
with new issues and in providing solutions to old issues in light of
changing trends in the modern world.
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