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However, a closer scrutiny reveals that such an order is, in
fact, the very echo of justice. the responsibility of earning a
livelihood and supporting the family is not placed on
woman in Islam. In case of a man’s death, it is the son, and
not the daughter or the widow, who is responsible for the
maintenance of the family. Hence, the son’s increased share
in the property is meant to provide him assistance in
maintaining the family. In fact, it would have been injustice
if woman who was not bound to contribute anything in the
way of earning towards the family upkeep, got an equal
share. As it is, her net share amounts to more than that of
her brother or son when her Mahr, her marriage gifts, her
ornaments and personal property which belong to her
solely, are considered.”

* Safia Igbal, WOMAN AND ISLAMIC LAW, New Delhi : Adam
Publishers & Distributors, 2004, pp. 176-177
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