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Role of Baitulmal in Eradicating Poverty

Muhammad Yousuf

ABSTACT

Baitulmal is a financial institute of the Islamic State which, in
terms of maintaining economic stability, growth, and welfare of
the State, plays a crucial role. In the modern context public
treasury or state bank may somewhat represent it. This paper in
adopting a descriptive method reveals that the head of the State,
the officials and even the subjects are entitled to baitulmal
proportionately. It argues that the core responsibility of
baitulmal is to guarantee the people their fundamental rights so
as not to deprive a single citizen of his/her basic needs
irrespective of religion. It further explores that among many
welfare attempts, eradication of poverty was a prioritized one to
which the fund of baitulmal had contributed throughout the
history of Islamic Empire since the time of the holy Prophet
PBUH till the fall of khilafah. This article discusses the
emergence and evolution of baitulmal. It also explains the
principles of how the head of the State and other officials
including mass people may entitle to the fund of baitulmal. And
thereby it aims to prove that if Muslim countries transplant the
baitulmal system as understood by siyasa shariyah into their
economic domains, it would help them eradicate poverty from
their respective states.
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